
 

 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

    

                       

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                    
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                           

 
 

 

       
 

                  

  

 
 

Ms. Cronin (l), Ms. Cat (r) at the museum 

where she has volunteered for 10 years. 
 

from 1952 to 1967. She gathers regularly 

for lunch and pokeno with the “Battle 

Street Girls”, a group of ladies who meet 

to reminisce and support each other. Both 

ladies are members of Mt. Zion Baptist 

Church of Havre de Grace and also serve 

as Harford County Election Judges. 
 

We thank Ms. Copeland and Ms. Adams 

for sharing their memories about that   

inspirational day 53 years ago.  More 

recollections on the March will be report-

ed next week. Any other person who 

wishes to share stories about attending 

the “Great March”, please reach out to:  
 

harfordcampaign42@gmail.com 
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“put away the bitterness and work as a 

community.”  She added, she was then 

and continues today to be concerned 

about the children, saying “It’s not about 

money or the color of our skin.” She 

hopes that parents will again become 

parents, not just friends to their children.  

She wishes they would spend quality time 

with their children, teaching and showing 

them how to treat others. She said, “I 

encouraged my boys to follow their 

dreams; always to be themselves, no 

matter what; and to know that it’s alright 

to be different.”  She proudly asserts, 

“none of her sons were ever in trouble.” 
 

Community Is Still Important 
 

In 2011, the County Council designated 

Ms. Copeland a “Harford Living 

Treasure”, for her many years of service 

to local causes.  Her history file, which 

includes a DVD and a printed transcript 

describing Ms. Bertha’s many accomp-

lishments, can be borrowed from the Bel 

Air Public Library.  Ms. Copeland, now 

in her mid-80s, remains active in her 

church and continues her involvement in 

the larger community.  She is a member 

of VFW Post #6054, Ladies Auxiliary; 

Harford County NAACP; and Les 

Charmante, a Civic and Social Club 

which provides scholarships for students 

in College and supplies for elementary 

school children.  
 

Ms. Adams, likewise remains active in 

her community.  She volunteers at The  

Aberdeen Museum and Archives at 18 

Howard Street.  Ms. Cat lived in the 

formerly segregated Edgewood Projects 
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Adams, who was a civilian Chemist at 

Edgewood Arsenal for 34 years. They are 

the parents of six sons, to whom she was a 

stay-at-home mom. She is also a 1952 

graduate of the Maryland State College, 

with a degree in Mathematics and a 

retired C&P Telephone Company 

employee.  In her 20 years of employment 

she worked as an Information Operator, 

Switchboard Operator and a Computer 

Attendant.   She was a member of the 

Communication Workers of America, 

(CWA), one of the many labor unions that 

supported the March.  
 

Ms. Adams recalls her ride from Havre de 

Grace with other union volunteers. Being 

one of only six blacks on the bus, she 

remembers the quiet atmosphere enroute 

to Washington. Everyone, she sensed, 

seemed to be “feeling each other out.” 
 

Once the group arrived in DC, however, 

the atmosphere changed: “It was electric, 

the crowd was enormous, and people were 

everywhere.” Ms. Catherine also observed 

that “all races walked arm in arm, sang, 

hugged, and cried.”  She said, during the 

ride back they all felt connected by the 

warm emotional experiences of that day. 
 

Our Dreams, Our Country! 
 

Ms. Copeland said her dream on that 

glorious day was “things would be better 

for us as a nation, and we would get along 

and work with each other”.  Ms. Adams 

noted that Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” 

speech “gave hope for tomorrow.”  She 

came away wishing that people would 
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The opportunity to attend the March 

and witness to the need for equal access to 

jobs and the elimination of discrimination 

greatly appealed to Ms. Copeland. As a 

native of Lake Wales, Florida, she had 

experienced firsthand the ugliness and 

demeaning impact of the Jim Crow South. 

Ms. Bertha came to Maryland in early 

1952 from Florida with her husband and 

daughter, but “didn’t find Maryland to be 

much better" in its treatment of black 

people when compared to the racism of the 

Deep South. In Florida she had married   

James Copeland, a U. S. Navy veteran of 

World War II who received a transfer to 

the Bainbridge Naval Training Center, in 

Cecil County, Maryland. Ms. Copeland, a 

widow, is the mother of three daughters.   
 

Ms. Copeland travelled to the March with 

members of the Hamilton Court Improve- 

ment Association, Inc., (HCIA) a comm-

unity action organization she helped form 

to provide young people in her neighbor-

hood with a place where they could receive 

mentoring and add structure to their lives. 

In recognition of the great work done by 

the HCIA, St. Joan of Arc Catholic 

Church in Aberdeen provided transport-

ation to D.C., for its members.  She fondly 

remembers the church “supplied the bus 

and the gas for us to make the trip,” and 

maintains that “the bus ride was not that 

comfortable, but we didn’t care."   She 

and her bus mates "talked all the way 

back home" with great excitement.  
 

Ms. Catherine (Cat) Adams of Perryman  

is the wife of the late Theodore (Teddy)  
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Cover: The national organizers for the 

March on Washington, (l-r) Baynard 

Rustin and Cleveland Robinson. 
 

A Bus Ride To Remember 
 

Thousands of buses carried tens of thou-

sands of people to the historic August 28, 

1963 March on Washington. Several of 

the buses came from Harford County. In 

this issue Bertha Copeland and Catherine 

Adams share their accounts of the sense 

of hope, unity, and community they 

brought back to the county from their 

experiences in our nation’s capital. 
 

Ms. Bertha Copeland, a retired Licensed 

Practical Nurse was trained at Baltimore 

City Hospital, School of Nursing (now 

Johns Hopkins at Bayview). She worked 

for 35 years at the Veterans Medical 

Center in Perry Point, MD, where she 

helped patients in need of psychiatric and 

substance abuse rehabilitation.  In 

addition, for 15 years, she provided 

nursing services for private and nursing 

home clients. She considers her life’s 

calling to “care about others.” 
 

 
 

Bertha Copeland (l) and Paul Smith (r) 

prepare food packages for the needy. 
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