
          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

                                    
 

 

 

 

       

                         

       

 

 
 

 

 

                       

 
            

    

 

 

 

 

 

               

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Labor of Love: 
  

Finding Our Black History 
 
 

Pamphlet 0064 
 

 March 24, 2017 

involving hours of research, writing, and 

editing that often stretch the capacity of 

the staff. Consequently, with this week’s 

issue, the African American History of 

Harford County Pamphlet will begin a bi-

weekly publication schedule. Yes, readers 

will have to wait an additional seven days 

for those familiar 5 PM Friday alerts to 

their electronic mail boxes, but the 

increased interval between issues will also 

insure that the AAHHCP will remain a 

quality source of information and insight. 
 

The AAHHCP welcomes—and indeed 

solicits—assistance in sharing ideas, skills, 

and histories, as well as in conducting 

interviews, researching, transcribing, 

writing, and reviewing drafts. If you would 

like to become a volunteer in this great 

adventure of discovery, please contact  

Mrs. Ferguson at: 

harfordcampaign42.1@gmail.com 
 

AAHHCP’s Committee meets on the first 

Monday of each month, at 11:00 A.M., at the 

Bel Air Colored School on Hays Street.  

Please consider getting involved in this 

important project which is open to everyone. 

There is no requirement that all volunteers 

be able to attend this meeting. 
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Ellen Harris is a native of HC and a 

graduate of the HCPS System. She 

earned a B.S. in Early Childhood 

Education at Bowie State University and 

retired in 2007 after 42 years of 

dedicated service as a second-grade 

teacher at the William Paca/Old Post 

Elementary Schools. She is currently 

enjoying her retirement by serving in her 

Church, and assisting with researching 

and writing with the AAHHCP. 
 

Debbie Gibbons has lived in HC since the 

age of eight. She holds a B.A. in Early 

Childhood Education, and a M.S. in 

Instructional Technology from Towson 

University.  She was a second-grade 

teacher and media specialist for 28 years 

in the HCPS.  Debbie is an active mem-

ber of Mountain Christian Church and 

enjoys traveling and volunteering in her 

church and as a reviewer with the 

AAHHCP. She and her husband Joe live 

in Joppa and have four children. 
 

Ann Waters, Sarah Smith, Evelyn Sue 

Clayton, and Sarah Robinson have been 

working with the project since its 

inception.  JoAnn Macdonald, Chetta 

Hebron-Byrd, and Stephen Moore, III, 

have more recently become actively 

involved. These contributors write, 

transcribe, research, encourage, and 

especially bring unique life experiences to 

the Project.  
 

Producing the AAHHCP is a labor of 

love that provides a great sense of 

gratification to its volunteers. Publishing 

the pamphlet is also time consuming,  
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is an extension of his interest in historical 

memory and historical preservation. 
 

Jerome Hersl holds a B.A. degree in civil 

engineering and a M.A. degree in biology 

from the University of Maryland.  Jerome 

managed civil engineering projects for 25 

years, taught high school science for three, 

and performed cancer research for 

another five.  He enjoys being an advocate 

for community causes and a better society. 

His involvement with the AAHHCP is a 

deeply rewarding experience he will 

always treasure. 
 

Barbara Hersl lives in Bel Air with her 

husband Jerome. She has a B.A. in 

English from Washington College and a 

M.A. in Education from Goucher College. 

She retired after teaching elementary 

school for 26 years, mainly in the third 

grade. Barbara enjoys being an advisor 

and reviewer of the pamphlets.  
 

Joan Wiggins is a retired educator from 

HC Schools.  She is currently the church 

musician at Cokesbury Memorial Church 

in Abingdon.  Her interest in family 

history began with researching her own 

South Carolina family lineage.  Joan 

volunteers at the Historical Society in HC, 

the Bel Air Rehabilitation Center, and at 

Old Post Road Elementary. She is a 

private piano and voice teacher, and 

currently serves as the Maryland State 

President of the Delta Kappa Gamma 

Society of women educators.  Joan is a 

reviewer on the AAHHCP. 
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Station and is a graduate of Dundalk High 

School. She is married to Leon Ferguson, 

and has three adult children and eight 

grandchildren. She enjoys retirement and 

volunteering after having worked in 

different medical billing and clerical 

positions. She is a member of the New 

Democratic Club in HC, and follows 

politics very closely. She considers herself a 

political sponge. Her love of history makes 

working on the AAHHCP a joy.  
 

Stephen P. Smith and his family are 12-

year residents of HC.  An entrepreneur and 

owner of Providence Video Surveillance 

Systems he holds a Ph.D. in Psychology, 

and has been a candidate for the HC 

Council.  His military background is in 

cryptology and intelligence. Stephen is 

active with the Alfred B. Hilton Fund 

Committee; and Campaign 42, which 

encourages and helps minorities and 

women to run for public office. He assists 

the AAHHCP by researching, reviewing, 

and providing printing services. 
 

Jim Chrismer retired in 2009 from 40 

years of teaching at John Carroll School in 

Bel Air. He studied history at Mt. St. 

Mary’s College (Md.), Villanova Univer-

sity, and the University of Virginia. 

His boyhood interest in the study of 

Lincoln and the Civil War gradually 

expanded into the History of African 

Americans. His current emphasis is on 

developing the story of Sgt. Hilton and the 

Harford men who served with United 

States Colored Troops during the Civil 

War.  His involvement with the AAHHCP 
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Cover: Unidentified likely Maryland USCT 

soldier with his wife and two daughters. Found 

in Cecil County (Library of Congress). 
 

The African-American History of 

Harford County Project (AAHHCP), 

first published on January 8, 2016, is a 

Project of Harford Campaign 42, an 

independent, non-partisan, public 

awareness movement founded by Jerome 

Hersl.   Stephen P. Smith is the current 

Chairperson. 
 

The pamphlet seeks to prompt dialogue 

within Harford County (HC), and among 

recipients throughout the country. 

Articles serve to educate, enlighten, and 

inspire readers to become involved in 

discovering and sharing the history of 

their own family and its relationship to 

local and national events and issues. T. 

Roxann Redd-Wallace and Margaret E. 

Ferguson direct the pamphlet 

production. 
 

T. Roxann Redd-Wallace is a native of 

HC, and a retired Master Sergeant who 

served 23 years of active service in the 

United States Air Force. A military 

training instructor, she worked in radio 

communications, and substance abuse 

and mental health counseling. She re-

turned to HC with her husband Mark 

Wallace in 2000.   Roxann is a certified 

nursing assistant, and began volunteering 

with the AAHHCP in April 2016, while 

researching her own family genealogy. 
 

Margaret Ferguson, born and raised in 

Baltimore County, has lived in Turner 
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